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The comparison among the bullying judgements on the viewpoints when imagining a
bullying situation

Kewiro TareNoyaMa (Institute of Comparative Studies of International Cultures and Socteties, Kurume
University)
Kazuma Haraoka (Faculty of Literature, Kurume University)

The purpose of this study was to examine about the difference of the judgements of the victim and
the bystander or the assailant about the bullying when imagining a bullying situation. In experiment 1,
participants were randomly assigned to the conditions of the victim or the bystander. participants on
the both conditions read an identical scenario. Then, the difference of the judgements about the bullying
was examined. As a result, the participants of the bystander condition tended to judge that the situation
was bullying more than the victim did.

In experiment 2, the difference between the judgements about the bullying on the viewpoints(victim-
bystander) and the degree which the first judgement about the bullying influenced the after judgement
were examined. The scenario contained a bullying scene (episode 1) and the scene that the victim refuses
the helping of the other persons(episode 2). The half of the participants answered episodel-episode2 in
order. And the other participants answered in opposite order. As a result, the bystander judged bully-
ing more than the victim did. Then, the judgement about episode 1 influenced to the judgement about
episode 2.

In experiment 3, when some members of the group ignores the victim, the degree of the judgement
of the participants that the victim is ostracized were examined. The variables of the experiment were the
viewpoints of the victim-assailant, attribution to the victim and the judgement criterions about the num-
ber of the assailants. As a result of the preliminary investigation, three kinds of judgement criterions
were found. It was the criterions that the participants judged the victim was ostracized when ignored
from (1) several, (2) a half and (3) most of the friends. As a result of the experiment, the participants
of the assailant condition judged that the victim was ostracized more than the participants of the victim
condition did. And also the participants who have first criterion(several assailants) judged that the vic-
tim was ostracized more than the other participants did. However, in any condition, When the victim
had the cause of the alienation, the degree of the judgement that the victim was ostracized declined.

Through the series of experiments, on the degree of the judgement about the bullying on the victim,
the victim condition is lower than the other conditions. These results showed that the victim has a ten-
dency to denied to be bullied. Because, it threatens the self-esteem of the victim to recognize to be bul-
lied.

Key words: bullying, attribution, self-esteem
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