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Structure of Childcare Social Support

MasaniRo HaragucHr (Department of Psychology, Faculty of Literature, Kurume University)
SEiko TESHIMA (Department of Community Health Nursing, Nagano College of Nursing)

Summary

This study investigated the structure of childcare social support experienced by parents of 4-month-old and
18-month-old children. Data were collected through the use of a questionnaire at the time of infant health
checkups and subsequently studied using a multi-group simultaneous analysis. The result of the study indicated
that childcare social support consists of three factors: place and group making, childcare help and mental sup-
port. According to the findings, each of the three childcare social support factors seen in the parents of 4-
month-old children and 18-month-old-children showed the same construct. The following is a proposed model
illustrating the structure of childcare social support experienced by parents with infants: (1) The covariance
between place and group making and childcare help, place and group making and mental support is equal, (2)
The variance between childcare help and mental support is equal but the variance of place and group making
is greater in case of parents with 4-month-old children.

Key words: childcare social support, covariance structure analysis, multi-group simultaneous analysis
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