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How university students of different social cultures in China or in Japan negotiate their
dependence or independence?

TiaNsHUO GaO (Graduate School of Psychology, Kurume University)
TsunEo Kito (Department of Psychology, Kurume University)

Abstract

This study explores how university students of different social cultures in China or in Japan negotiate
their dependence or independence. It examines to what extent university students who study in China or in
Japan being dependent on or independent of their parents. The questionnaires were taken among Chinese and
Japanese university students on the basis of the independent consciousness scale (Kato & Takagi, 1980) and the
shortened version of the parenthood scale (Ochiai & Sato, 1996). In terms of dependence and independence, it
was found that there are differences between Chinese and Japanese university students. Chinese students
depend on their parents much more than Japanese students do. However, the independence consciousness of

Chinese students is also significantly higher than that of Japanese students.

Key words: Chinese and Japanese students, dependence, independence, parenthood
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