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Influences of the length of belonging to group on group identification and on evaluation
of member’s image

Daisukk Akasu (Graduate school of Psychology, Kurume University)
Tsuneo Kito (Department of Psychology, Kurume University)

Abstract

We investigated the influence of the term of enrollment on the strength of group identification and on the
evaluation of personal images of superior and inferior group member. 132 undergraduate students from depart-
ment of psychology (66 of first graders, 49 of second graders and 27 of third graders) answered Karasawa’s
group identification scale (1991) and evaluated personal images as superior and inferior group members. By
using factor analysis, three factors, affection to in-group itself, affection to group members, and cognition as
a member of in-group were differentiated in the identification scale. At the factor of affection to in-group it-
self, identification scores of second grade students were higher than ones of other grade students. In case of
evaluations to personal images as positive group members, second graders highly evaluated than third graders
did. Correlations between the two factors in group identification scale, affection to in-group itself and cognition

as a member of in-group, and evaluations of personal images as superior group members were also significant.

Key words: group identification, evaluation of member’s images, length of belonging



