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Parents' locations in transfer of attachment object that occurs in adolescence.

Sno Kataoka (Graduate School of Psychology, Kurume University)
Naoko Sonopba (Department of Psyachology, Faculty of Literature, Kurume University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the transfer of attachment objects in adolescence. The participants
were 146 high school students and 161 university students. They answered the questions who is the object person
concerning four functions of attachment : proximity maintenance, safe haven, separation anxiety, and secure base.
As the results, the ratios that parents were chosen as the objects in university students were compared with that of
high school students were high in all the functions. This result inconsistent with a general finding that parents as the
objects are transferred to others according to child's growing up indicates a possibility that parents are reconsidered
as the objects in late adolescence. Both of high school students and university students who have the lover tended to
choose the lover and friends as the objects. High school students who didn't have the lover tended to choose friends
or nobody as the object.On the other hand,university students who didn't have the lover tended to choose parents or
friends. These results indicate the students in middle-adolescence haven't made new attached relationships though
they separated from their parents, and the students in late adolescence seem to reconsider their parents as the

objects.

Key words : transfer of attachment objects, parents' locations, attachment functions, in adolescence



