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Effects of cultural and economic factors on makeup behavior among
female college students in Japan, China and South Korea

XIA0QIANG SUN (Graduate School of Psychology, Kurume University)
Tsuneo Kiro (Department of Psychology, Faculty of Literature, Kurume University)

Abstract

This study examined differences in makeup conciousness, makeup behavior, cultural factors of makeup and economic
factors of makeup, as well as the effects of makeup conciousness, cultural factors and economic factors on makeup behavior.
Participants were female college students included 152 Japanese, 222 Chinese and 92 South Korean. The results showed
that the scale scores in makeup conciousness, makeup behavior and cultural factors among the three countries were higher
in Japan and South Korea than in China. Factor analysis was conducted to examine the factor structure in each of makeup
conciousness, cultural factors and economic consciousness, which was part of the economic factors in the three countries.
For the makeup conciousness, one factor was extracted in Japan, two factors of “desire to makeup” and “makeup with con-
ciousness of others” in China, and two factors of “necessity of makeup” and “psychological effects of makeup” were
extracted in South Korea. For the cultural factors, two factors of “ social aspects of makeup” and “inheritance of makeup
culture” in Japan, and three factors of “ social aspects of makeup”, “inheritance of makeup culture”, and “anxiety about
makeup” were extracted in China, and one factor was extracted in South Korea. For the economic conciousness, two factors
of “ sense of being short of money ” and “ sense of financial freedom” in Japan, three factors of “sense of financial satisfac-
tion”, “sense of high price of cosmetics”, and “sense of high prosperity ” were extracted in China, and one factor was
extracted in South Korea. Correlation analysis showed correlations not only between these factors, but also between these
factors or an economic factor related to household finances, and makeup behavior. Furthermore, the results of multiple
regression analysis on the effects of makeup conciousness, cultural factors and economic factors on makeup behavior
showed that the effects of economic factors were small, and that makeup conciousness and cultural factors mainly influ-
enced makeup behavior in Japan, China and South Korea. These results suggested that makeup conciousness, cultural
factors and economic factors are complexly related to makeup behavior among female college students in Japan, China and
South Korea.

Keywords: makeup, female college students, cultural factors, economic factors, international comparison of Japan, China
and South Korea.





