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[EXHHE]
The Geographical Study on the Transformation of the Central Shopping Areas
of the Local Central Cities Due to the Withdrawal of the Large-scale Retail
Stores

Recently, in Japan, closures of old large-scale retail stores established in a
central city area are increasing due to changes in the social environment
and advances in motorization. Those closures cause a decline of the central
shopping areas and strongly influence also on the cultural-activities.

On the other hand, the reutilization of the closed large-scale retail store
establishment is also in advance due to the legal revisions in recent years.

In the first part of the study, we investigated changes in the legal system
for large-scale retail stores.

In the second part, we investigated the impact of central shopping areas
which the closed large-scale retail store establishments are reutilized. In
order to analyze the changes, some & field surveys and some questionnaires
were implemented in the central shopping areas.

The results showed that the reutilization of the closed large-scale retail
store establishments influenced variously on the surrounding central
shopping areas.

Furthermore, when no reutilization which could be called "retail core"
were implemented, the reactivation as a "shopping areas " is difficult.

It was also found that local cities, where were fewer large-scale retail
stores establishments, showed extensive shopping behavior. This suggests
that there is more need for broad-based coordination among large-scale
retail stores.

Key word: Central shopping areas, Retail core, Large-scale retail store,

Questionnaires.
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