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Effects of providing information about target audience on writing production

Rieko Oura (Graduate School of Psychology, Kurume University)
SATORU YASUNAGA (Faculty of Literature, Kurume University)

Summary

This research sought to determine whether knowing specific information about the target audience, influ-
ences the quality of writing produced. 110 university students participated in the experiment. In the experi-
ment, the students were asked to provide written directions to a certain place in three conditions, one where
personal traits regarding the target audience was given, one where the target audience was categorized in cer-
tain ways and one where no information whatsoever regarding the target audience was provided, i.e., the con-
trol condition. The results of the experiment indicated that in comparisons between the first and last situations
(personal traits versus control), the descriptions regarding landmarks were more detailed and showed that the
writers took the target audience’s point of view into consideration. Additionally, some participants naturally
determined audiences on their own and produced descriptions of high quality even though they had received no
information regarding target audiences. Furthermore, in a study of the participants in the experiment, it was
revealed that many of the participants who naturally determined their audiences were students who had had
experience in constructing letters. These results are discussed from the point of view of the activation of audi-

ence-awareness.

Key words: writing production, determine target audience, instructions, university students, written instruc-
tions



